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TThhee  SSttoorryy  ssoo  FFaarr  
 
We’ve only just begun! 
 
 
 
 

 

OObbjjeeccttiivveess  

• To understand that the Bible is God’s word to His world, 
written by human beings 

• To understand that the Bible is a story about Jesus and His 
Kingdom 

• To introduce the definition of God’s Kingdom = God’s people, 
living in God’s place, under God’s rule and blessing 

 
 
 

 

CCoonnnneeccttiioonnss  

• The Old Testament and New Testament are connected. The 
Old Testament involves God’s promise of a Kingdom. The 
New Testament involves the fulfilment of God’s Kingdom in 
Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

SSuummmmaarryy  

 
 The Bible is God speaking to us.  

It is a book about Jesus and His Kingdom. 
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TThhee  BBiibbllee  
 
When God created the universe He did not hide from 
people. God revealed Himself during the history of 
the world. The book called the Bible is the record of 
God’s revelation of Himself in history. The word 
‘Bible’ means ‘the Book’. God wants human beings 
to know Him, so He wrote us a book. By reading and 
studying the Bible you can know the Creator God in 
a personal way.  
 

 

WWhhoo  wwrroottee  tthhee  BBiibbllee??  
 
11..    GGoodd  wwrroottee  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ((22  TTiimmootthhyy  33::1166))  
 

There are two parts to breathing – breathing in and breathing 
out. When we speak, we breathe out our words. The word 
“God-breathed” means “God breathed out”. The whole of the 
Bible is God’s breathed-out words to us, which means that 
every word in the Bible comes from God. He is the author of 
every sentence of the Bible. This means that the Bible is a 
very unique book; it is God’s words to human beings. No 
other book in this world is like it. Therefore studying the Bible 
is very exciting, because every time we open the Bible and 
read it God speaks to us. 

 
 
 
 
  

Every word of the Bible comes from God. Through the 
Bible we hear God speaking to us. 

22..    HHuummaann  bbeeiinnggss  wwrroottee  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ((11  PPeetteerr  11::2200--2211))
    

God did not write the Bible in heaven and drop it to the earth. 
God the author used human beings to write the Bible. People 
were moved by God’s Spirit to record the revelation of God in 
history. Each human being wrote with his own style of 
writing, but God controlled every word by His Spirit. 
Therefore, no part of the Bible is written from only a human 
understanding.  
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 God is the author of the Bible but He used human 

beings to write it. 
 
The Bible is God’s revelation of 

Himself to human beings 
The Bible is not human 
imagination about God 

 
God 

⇓ 
God speaks to us through the 

Bible 
⇓ 

                   Human beings 

 
God 

⇑ 
Human imagination 

⇑ 
Human beings 

 
 
  

 
 

 

The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself in history - not a 
collection of human imaginations about God. 

  
WWhhoo  ddiidd  GGoodd  uussee  ttoo  wwrriittee  tthhee  BBiibbllee??  
God used over forty different authors to write the Bible. An 
example of writers of the Bible are: a political leader (Moses), 
fishermen (Peter and John), shepherds (David and Amos), kings 
(David and Solomon), a military general (Joshua), a prime minister 
(Daniel), a doctor (Luke), a tax collector (Matthew), and a Jewish 
religious teacher (Paul). 
 
HHooww  mmaannyy  bbooookkss  aarree  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee??  
The Bible has two parts and is made up of 66 individual books. 
There are 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New 
Testament. The word ‘testament’ means ‘covenant’, which is like a 
marriage contract. In the Bible there are two covenants – an old 
one that is replaced by a new one. We will learn more about these 
covenants later on. 
 
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aabboouutt??    
((JJoohhnn  55::3399bb;;  LLuukkee  2244::2222;;  MMaarrkk  11::1155;;  22  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  11::2200aa))  
The Bible is a book about a person called Jesus Christ. It is a story 
about Jesus and His Kingdom. The Bible begins with God 
establishing His Kingdom at the creation of the world. But His 
Kingdom is soon ruined. God then makes many promises 
throughout the Old Testament to rebuild His Kingdom. In the New 
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Testament Jesus fulfils those promises. The Bible can therefore 
also be understood like this: 
 
Promise  Jesus  Fulfilment 
 
When Jesus says, ‘The time has come… The Kingdom is near!’ He 
is announcing the good news that God’s Kingdom will be 
established through Him. Through Jesus, God re-establishes His 
Kingdom that is ruined at the beginning of creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Old Testament God makes many promises about 
His Kingdom. In the New Testament Jesus fulfils those 

promises. 

 
This means the first part of the Bible (the Old Testament) is about 
God’s promised Kingdom; and the second part of the Bible (the 
New Testament) is about how Jesus establishes God’s Kingdom 
and brings it to completion in a new creation.  
 
GGoodd’’ss  KKiinnggddoomm  
Like reading any book, if we are going to understand it, we must 
understand the beginning, for that is where the plot is established. 
The Bible begins and ends with similar language of God’s people 
living in His presence, under His loving rule. This must therefore be 
our control for understanding the other parts of the Bible. It is all 
about God’s Kingdom – God’s people, living in God’s place, under 
God’s rule and blessing. The Bible follows this simple plotline: 
 
Creation               Ruin           New Creation  
(Kingdom)               (New Kingdom) 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Kingdom = God’s people, living in God’s place, 
under God’s rule and blessing.

 
The pattern of God’s Kingdom can be understood from the 
diagram on the next page.  
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God’s Kingdom 
Constitution: 

‘I will be their God, they will be my people’ 
 

                     God’s promises 
 

 Place People Rule & 
Blessing 

King 
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Adam 
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God’s Kingdom ruined…again! 
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JESUS 
The fulfilment of God’s promises 
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TThhiinnkk  iitt  tthhrroouugghh  &&  ddiissccuussss  
 

1. Who wrote the Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. What is the plotline of the Bible story? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the Bible story about? 
 

 


	Who wrote the Bible?
	1. God wrote the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16)
	2. Human beings wrote the Bible (1 Peter 1:20-21)
	Who did God use to write the Bible?

	How many books are in the Bible?
	What is the Bible about?
	(John 5:39b; Luke 24:22; Mark 1:15; 2 Corinthians 1:20a)
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	Think it through & discuss

